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Florence needs little introduction. A veritable open-air museum home to fabled works
of art, atmospheric wine bars and scenic views of the Arno River everywhere you look,
this vibrant city is one that is worth visiting over and over again. Now a slew of new
boutique art hotels are giving travelers another reason to return ASAP. Offering avant-
garde designs, inventive cuisine and curated local activities, these four new addresses
serve as the perfect base to experience a modern Renaissance in the streets of
Florence.

The Place's rebranding takes inspiration from the distinctive façade of Basilica Santa Maria ... [+]  DARIO GAROFALO

The Place

A clever name for one of the city’s chicest addresses, The Place (formerly J.K. Place
Firenze) is the new it place to stay after an ambitious renovation and rebranding. Set
within the central Piazza Santa Maria Novella, The Place is outfitted like a friend’s
luxurious townhouse. Guests enter by pulling a velvet tassel outside the front door to
ring a bell and step into a sage-green sitting room with a cozy fireplace with frescoed
ceilings and mid-century armchairs. The concierge is located down the hall in a study
lined with books where attentive receptionists greet you like old friends.

The hotel’s upgraded aesthetics take inspiration from the distinctive façade of Santa
Maria Novella, the Renaissance basilica which is visible from numerous rooms and
suites. White and green arches, geometric patterns and Florentine marbles are present
throughout The Place - from its airy interiors to its decor, including the elegant
Richard Ginori place settings at the restaurant. Open from morning till night, the
hotel’s outdoor terrace is incredibly picturesque and serves excellent dishes by chef
Asso Migliore who has offers elevate like comfort food, like gnocchi with gorgonzola,
spinach pesto and hazelnuts, alongside innovative dishes like avocado tartare made
with green apples.

PROMOTED

The Place also seeks to connect visitors with local experiences in Florence through its
initiative “The Place of Wonders” which offers visits to the historic Pineider paper
workshop, a behind-the-scenes tour of the Ginori 1735 flagship store and
complimentary tickets to the Marino Marini Museum to admire works by one of Italy's
greatest 20th-century sculptors.
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25 Hours is guaranteed to delight with its whimsical decor inspired by Dante's Divine Comedy.  DARIO GAROFALO
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25hours Hotel Piazza San Paolino

The first 25hours hotel to open in Italy, 25hours Hotel Piazza San Paolino brings
youthful energy and eclectic design to the Renaissance city. Designed to bring guests
on a visual journey through Dante's Divine Comedy, the hotel is an explosion of color
and design that recreate heaven and hell in playful ways - most notably in the fire-red
Inferno bedrooms and the bright Paradiso celestial rooms (featuring conch-shell
sinks).
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Thoughtfully styled with theatrical elements throughout, 25hours is guaranteed to
delight with its whimsical decor and shared spaces. The property is billed as “a place to
heavenly relax and be infernally amused” and it is much more than a hotel. 25hours
Hotel Piazza San Paolino is a community hub that beckons guests to mix and mingle
while sipping on cocktails at the Companion Bar, watching a film in the Cinema
Paradiso or dining at the San Paolino restaurant located in the central atrium.

Moving through spaces in the hotel feels like being on an elaborate film set with neon
signs leading the way to the gym, stuffed salami toys hanging in the “Alimentari” deli
and other eclectic props. In addition to 171 rooms, the property also includes a private
4000ft² Casetta del Giardino in the back with its own private terrace, pool and pizza
oven - an ideal setting for parties or events.
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Styled as a romantic, contemporary home, Dimora Palanca fuses classic architecture with modern art. LORENZO

MENNONNA

Dimora Palanca

An impeccably restored 19th century villa, Dimora Palanca feels like a suburban refuge
just steps from the Santa Maria Novella train station. Originally owned by the noble
Palanca family, the private home was a vibrant cultural hub that hosted painters,
musicians and poets, before being converted into a fashion design workshop and
eventually a hotel. Dimora Palanca still retains its identity as a residence for artists
and its neutral color palette of cream, gray and blue creates a reposing atmosphere
that lets the property’s craftsmanship sing.

Styled as a romantic, contemporary home, Dimora Palanca is bright and airy, fusing
classic architecture with modern art. In each bedroom, neoclassical stucco wall designs
provide an elegant frame to showcase abstract works by young Florentine artist Paolo
Dovichi who was commissioned to create 40 site-specific artworks for the hotel.
Marble bathrooms feature Jacuzzi tubs or sensory showers with chromotherapy for a
fun, modern touch.

The hotel’s foyer features a spacious drawing room, a grand hall with staircase and a
luminous bistro that looks out onto a private garden. Enclosed in a quiet courtyard, it’s
the perfect place to enjoy breakfast al fresco or an evening aperitif before enjoying
dinner at Mimesi, Dimora Palanca's gourmet restaurant which elevates seasonal
produce into delectable, edible works of art.

Dimora Palanca: Via della Scala 72

Il Tornabuoni’s stylish bedrooms are outfitted in rich jewel-tones as an ode to the Renaissance.  STEFANO SCATÀ

Il Tornabuoni

Taking its name from the city’s elegant Via Tornabuoni shopping street, Il Tornabuoni
hotel is a boutique gem nestled in the middle of all the action. As part of the Unbound
Collection by Hyatt, it maintains its distinctive heritage character while promising a
luxurious experience according to international standards.

Located within the 14th century Palazzo Minerbetti, the property notably hosted the
Grand Duke of Tuscany, Cosimo de Medici III, in 1767 and the hotel has been styled to
reflect his contributions to the cultural heritage of Florence. Il Tornabuoni’s 62 stylish
bedrooms are outfitted in rich jewel-tones - red, blue and gold - as an ode to the
Renaissance. Luxurious finishes with golden trims and tassels complement the velvet
furniture and patterned wallpaper to create a warm, opulent setting. The suites are
spacious and many feature 2 queen or king-sized beds, a rarity in Italy. A few also
include private wine and champagne cellars.

Il Tornabuoni has five venues for wining and dining, including the Butterfly rooftop
terrace, the Cave wine cellar and Lucie Gourmet Restaurant, styled to resemble a chic
luxury train car. The hotel hosts weekly culinary experiences, including afternoon tea
and an indulgent Sunday Brunch.
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U.S. Prosecutors Offer To Drop

Ghislaine Maxwell Perjury Charges If

No Retrial In Sex Trafficking Case

BREAKING | Jan 11, 2022, 05:28am EST | 327 views

Robert Hart Forbes Staff

TOPLINE  The U.S. government is willing to dismiss two perjury charges against
Ghislaine Maxwell—which were separated from sexual abuse charges—if her
conviction for facilitating the abuse of young girls by late financier Jeffrey Epstein is
allowed to stand, according to a joint letter Monday from prosecutors and Maxwell’s
legal team, who are pushing for a retrial after a juror revealed he shared personal
experiences of sexual abuse during deliberations. 

Maxwell was convicted of five counts related to facilitating the abuse of young girls in December. ASSOCIATED PRESS

KEY FACTS

KEY BACKGROUND

In addition to charges linked to facilitating Epstein’s abuse of young girls, which she
was found guilty of last month, Maxwell faces two counts of perjury for lying under
oath about this abuse during a defamation suit brought by Virginia Giuffre. Maxwell’s
legal team successfully requested that the perjury charges be separated from the others
and the case would likely have gone to trial unless charges were dropped or she
pleaded guilty. If Maxwell’s conviction stands, she faces up to 65 years in jail. She was
found guilty of recruiting and grooming underaged girls for abuse by Epstein, who
died by suicide in jail awaiting trial on sex trafficking charges. 

FURTHER READING

Ghislaine Maxwell’s Prosecutors Request Inquiry After Juror Reveals He Was Sexually
Abused (Forbes)

Ghislaine Maxwell Found Guilty Of Sex Trafficking Young Girls For Jeffrey Epstein
(Forbes)

Ghislaine Maxwell Now Faces Another Criminal Trial for Perjury (Bloomberg)
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Prosecutors said they were willing to dismiss the two perjury charges against
Maxwell if she is unsuccessful in securing a retrial “in light of the victims’ significant
interests in bringing closure to this matter and avoiding the trauma of testifying
again.”

•

Prosecutors also called for Judge Alison Nathan to sentence Maxwell, who was
convicted of five of six counts of sex trafficking and other crimes in December for
facilitating the abuse of underaged girls by Epstein, in “approximately three to four
months.”  

•

Lawyers for Maxwell opposed the suggested timeline and said there was “a
compelling basis for the Court to overturn” her conviction and grant a new trial
based on post-trial revelations a juror shared during deliberations, of personal
experiences of sexual abuse.  

•

Maxwell's team said she should not deal with her perjury charges being dropped
until a decision is made about a retrial, adding she would be unable to cooperate
with the probation department's investigation in case it's used against her at retrial.

•
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I write about travel, often sports oriented.

A Michigan Winter Offers Skiing,

Snowmobiling Plus So Much More

Jan 10, 2022, 06:54am EST | 357 views

Roger Sands Contributor

The state is home to 6,500 miles of snowmobile trails.  PURE MICHIGAN

Rather than hiding from the cold weather by staying inside near the fireplace with a
good book, there are numerous was to enjoy the great outdoors in winter. From skiing
and ice skating to some of the country’s best snowmobile trails, Michigan’s outdoor
winter activities get the adrenaline pumping and can lift your spirits. Couch potatoes
need not apply.

Michigan boasts 42 ski areas for all abilities.  CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN

It surprises many people to learn that Michigan is home to 42 ski areas, second most
in the country behind New York. The majority have extensive snowmaking systems
thus ensuring quality conditions regardless of the snow in your backyard. With names
like Voodoo Mountain, Nose Dive, Gorge Glades, Kingdom Come and Sidewinder, the
downhill ski and snowboard trails of Michigan offer some of the most exciting, diverse
terrains in the Midwest.

No winter visit to the Great Lakes State, also known as the Wolverine State, is
complete without a snowmobile tour. Michigan’s more than 6,500 miles of groomed
snowmobiling trails are one of the most extensive interconnected snowmobile trail
systems in the nation, made even better by the state’s abundant and dependable snow.
With more than 200,000 registered snowmobiles in the state, along with some of the
top ranked trails in the nation, a day on the sled is a perfect way to explore the winter
scenery. The Michigan Snowmobile Festival in Gaylord is scheduled for February
25-26, 2022, featuring two days of scenic trail riding at your own pace.

After the first snowfall, Michigan’s trails take you through quiet forests and pristine
natural landscapes perfect for hiking, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and winter
biking. In Michigan’s Upper Peninsula you can find adventurous winter sports among
wild terrains like ice climbing, dog sledding and backcountry downhill skiing and
snowboarding. Ice climbing may not be for everyone, but intrepid travelers are often
looking for a path less traveled. Stunning icefalls, cliffs and rock slabs are waiting to be
conquered. Swing your ax into the ice, hold on tight and inch your way up the frozen
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conquered. Swing your ax into the ice, hold on tight and inch your way up the frozen
ladder. You may discover an inner strength you never knew existed. At the very least
you’ll have bragging rights back home with friends who never had this opportunity.
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Ice fishing is a popular winter activity in Michigan.  PURE MICHIGAN

Or take a day to relax and cast a line on the state’s many frozen waters in the time-
honored tradition of ice fishing. After all, Michigan boasts more than 11,000 inland
lakes. Perhaps you’re ready for a brand new outdoor adventure. Winter rafting is a
thrilling guided rafting adventure along one of the state’s winding rivers where riders
experience the breathtaking beauty and solitude of winter while floating beneath a
canopy of cedars and pines covered with freshly fallen snow.

Intrepid outdoor enthusiasts will love Michigan.  PURE MICHIGAN

Winter Activities in Michigan:

Snowmobiling

Munising, named the Snowmobile Capital of the Midwest, or Paradise in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, both of which are home to hundreds of miles of groomed
trails.

Fat Tire Biking

Noquemanon Trail Network in Marquette, the TART Trails in Traverse City or
Crystal Mountain in Thompsonville.

Dog Sledding

Shemhadar Kennels in Cadillac, Nature’s Kennel Sled Dog Adventures in
McMillan or opt for a custom sledding experience in Marquette, home of the UP 200,
one of the premier sled dog races in the country.

Ice climbing

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore in Munising or Peabody Ice Climbing
Club in Fenton.

Luge

Muskegon Luge Adventure Sports Park features one of only four luge tracks in
the United States.

Great Lakes Surfing

Third Coast Surf Shop in St. Joseph or Great Lakes Surf Shop in St. Clair
Shores to get started.

Visitors often choose the historic Landmark Inn.  LANDMARK INN

The vibrant city of Marquette is ideal for winter thrill seekers. Aside from its
abundance of outdoor recreation, Marquette also has historic lighthouse tours,
charming shops and a dazzling art scene. Top dining options include Steinhaus,
Jean Kay Pasties, Lagniappe or the Portside Inn. Make a stop at Presque Isle
Park Lodging options include upscale offerings like the Landmark Inn, whose
history dates back to 1930 and offers a convenient proximity to restaurants, theaters,
art galleries and museums.

A dog sled race in Marquette attracts large crowds.  PURE MICHIGAN

For outdoor enthusiasts, winter is a season to celebrate, and few do this as well as the
people in the Great Lakes State.

Follow me on LinkedIn. 
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