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HOMESTAYS
ON THE HIGH HILLS

On the winding slopes of the Lower Himalayas, Shakti
imvites us to slow down, walk far and encounter communities

untouched by modern tourism, srys Lacy Cleland
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ONE STEP
BEYOND

When a hotel merges with a community, magic happens, says Katie Glass,
who found that intoxicating mix at La Fiermontina Ocean in Moroceo
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© have driven an hour south of Tangjer,
along Marooon's west coast, heading
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knew e
supporl. He Invesied carly in Impeo

sucoess on locil
ture In Dehiler g

Dringing wasker and clectricily 1o e arca, and

oifering locals Jobs al the hodel.

Chomo asked |he locals whal resources
ey needed. Educalion and healihcare, they
repiied. The holel began supplylng regular
visiis from medical vans. They cieancd up the
village, Inlroduced bins, pald ihe municipality
lo bring rubbish loerics here and exiended (he
local school.

The Inkengion, Clacomo explalns, was never
10 comtrol thelr neipaours bed o crable them,

piving them y and, most

areason o stay bere.
Inktally Ihe holed worked happily alongside
s nelghBours, bt a signitcant shifl came

o A A .

with She Innovalive ki o ask vIRagers If
Ihey would host hotel guests for breakfast In
Iheir homes.

1L ks a short, bumpy drive down a dusty read
from the holed 1o Dehier village, past herdsmen
driving poals and women relwrning from
picking olives, swaddicd In brighl dolhes.
Homes 51 In small compomsnds with (in roofs
and san bicached diuc walls, where lazy dogs
sicep In ssnny courtyards. We enler (e home
of a local woman samed Falna, who stands
holding i brass Jug fo wash our hands, wilk
alitge girf hiding Behind her skirts. The local
women hos Ihese breakasts; Ihe men are
oul with the cows.

Wedcoming us inlo her home, sitiing on
stoae benches in her simple coartyard, Fatna
serves us a feasl on brighily painied lerracodia

local olives, soft whiic Moroccan en
cheese, chunky homemade peassd buller,
2 deficlous soup of fva beans and hot,
freshly cooked pancakes drizzied with
dark locad hooey.

Hotel iranstalors accompany guesis io
coabic them o connect with locals, and for
the meal (o become a Meral chance 1o break
bread - fo chal, kearn from each odher and
simply comnect on 2 buman eved so ofien lost
In modern (raved. Chcomo tells me Moroccan
3 tave emerged Bom the cxperience with
icars In thelr cyes, moved by how disconnecied
Ihey have become from [helr own peopie.

As Ihese breakGasis have cvolved, Ihe
refalionsalp besween (he local peopie and the
holed has grown, and with ¥ Lresi. Villagers
have now welcomed the creation of foer newly
bulll viage rooms, sof oa the very edgr of
their comurtalion, jesi 20 yards from where
they sieep.

These villape rooms are sef arosnd Caid
Maure, a fraditlonal style Gafé wilh speclacutar
views across (he serrosnding whead lekds, and
ahammam where lior made realmenls are
olffered by Incal women..

As the collaboration befwoeen (he holed
and village grows sironger, Sleppes sees La
Flermontina Ocean as exemplilying bow greal
Iranvel could and should look: a destination
where visliors consider where their moocy is
polng, and where travel doesn'l Gake from 2
place bul enhances 1. m

ROOK IT: Steppes Traved ofiers a seven dary
bespoke tour of northern Morocco rom
£n.awspp (excluding Sighls from Ihe UK).
sieppesirave com

Katse's retarn flighls from London o Tangter
had a cxrban olprin! of sev.ikg of 0O
fezailexttverzron com)



